The World Association of Marine Stations Communiqué

There is an urgent requirement to mobilise scientific capacity to support the
achievement of the objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). There
are also a range of targets developed under numerous frameworks such as the aim
of limiting global warming to 1.5°C. The world’s approximately 1000 marine stations
offer significant resource in support of these aims, particularly in offering key support
for the activities of the UN Decade of Ocean science for Sustainable Development
and its work on SDG 14. In addition to informing policy drivers, marine stations also
provide a vital link between science and wider society through education and

outreach activities from public aquariums to citizen science.

In order to mobilise this resource, a group of representatives from marine stations
and global networks met at the World Congress of Marine Stations on November
19th to agree to the establishment of a new committee of the World Association of
Marine Stations (WAMS). The World Congress, which took place between the 17th
and the 19th of November was the first official full conference for WAMS bringing
together people from arrange of countries and continents. The planned integration
into the UN Decade support network as an implementing partner will help ensure
that the WAMS moves forward as an active body with clear reporting mechanisms

and links to the aims of the Decade.

The new acting chair of the committee Dr Matthew Frost said “it is great to see
people coming together globally in recognition of the importance of a new global
marine station network to provide a collaborative framework to meet key societal
challenges. The Congress has therefore been a great success for marine science

internationally”.

The first urgent activities of WAMS agreed at the meeting include: drafting clear
TORs for the new committee along with mechanisms for its support; to develop a
series of short to long-term objectives for WAMS; to complete the submission of
WAMS as a Decade Implementing Partner; to organise a WAMS platform at the

Lisbon UN Ocean Conference in June 2022; to have, by June 2022, a functional



digital World Atlas of Marine Stations; and to begin planning the next World
Congress for 2023.
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Angola), Bangquin Huang (Professor, National Observation and Research Station for
the Taiwan Strait Marine Ecosystem (T-SMART), Xiamen University), Vladimir
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